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WORLD HUMANITARIAN SUMMIT CONSULTATION IN AFRICA HELPS SHAPE 

FUTURE OF HUMANITARIAN AID: HUMANITARIAN CHIEF VALERIE AMOS 
 

(Abidjan, 20 June 2014):    Emergency Relief Coordinator and Under-Secretary-General for 

Humanitarian Affairs, Valerie Amos, today wrapped up a two-day regional consultation on the 

future of humanitarian aid, held in Abidjan, saying that West and Central Africa’s experiences 

will be crucial in the global effort at reforming humanitarian aid. 

 

“People in West and Central Africa are dealing with the impact of climate change and conflict, 

displacement and refugee flows, desertification and rapid population growth,” said Ms. Amos. 

“This is an opportunity for bringing the lessons they have learned to the wider world.” 

 

Representatives from regional governments, crisis-affected communities, civil society, the 

private sector, and humanitarian and development organizations participated in the 

consultations, which is a first step on the way to the World Humanitarian Summit convened by 

the UN Secretary-General in 2016. Over two days, the participants discussed new and 

innovative ways to address humanitarian challenges. 

 

“What we need is a step change in the way we work together to improve our assistance to 

people in need,” said USG Amos, asking West and Central African countries to stay engaged 

in the World Humanitarian Summit process. 

 

West and Central Africa was the first of the world’s regions to hold its consultation. Many 

good ideas have been put forward and agreed upon. This includes the creation of two regional 

humanitarian agencies for West and for Central Africa and a regional centre of excellence for 

humanitarian assistance. 

 

During her visit to Côte d’Ivoire, USG Amos met Alassane Ouattara, President of Côte 

d’Ivoire, and other Government officials.  

 

“Côte d’Ivoire has made significant progress towards stabilization and recovery. The 

leadership of humanitarian coordination is now in the hands of the Government,” said Valerie 

Amos. “There are still challenges ahead and humanitarian partners will continue to support the 

transition, in particular the safe return of the remaining refugees and internally displaced 

persons.” 
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